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«« For we are not as many who corrupt the Word 5 | 

| © of God; butas of Sincerity, but as of God in +2: 9 
i the'Sight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt ®? FL 3 
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I r kep back nothing that was ah 
| table no Jou— 


HIS latter Part of the Chapter, Foul 
' «the 18th Verſe to the End of it, 'is a 
5 moſt ſolemn F arewell-Sermon, which 
++ the | bleſſed Apoſtle preached to the 
' Elders of the Church of Epheſus. The text lies 
in that Part of his Diſcourſe*wherein he vindicates 
his own Sincerity 'among' them; both as to his Con+ 
verſation and' his Dofrine. In the two Proven 

Verſes he Appeals to their 'Conſciences how 
-_ lived and converſed among them, —* « Ye know, 
6 * from 

£ 


” yt " i Di wo] Is came-ints 5 Ms ality 

| « what Manner Thaye been with * you, 3rall Seaſons 
_ «ſerving the Lox'v with all Humility of "Mind, 

« and with miny Tears,” Happy the Miniſter | 

who thus goes before his People, and ſhews them 
: the Way to Heaven by his own holy Example, 
{ and has thus the Teſtimony of it in the Conſci- 
: ences of his Hearers ! » And as theſe Verfes ſhew 
- | us how-he lived £6 the Text tells ts how he Preach- 
| ed. He Appeals to their Conſciences for this alſo. 
| 


«« T haye kept back nothing that was. profitable 

| *unto you.” The like Plainneſs and Imparti- 

| ality he diſcovers in Verſe 27. © I have not 

* ſhunned to declare unto you. all the Counſel of 

«« GOD.” He does not intend ftriftly the whole 

Counſel of GOD,; for who but GOD himſelt 

Eng do that : Bur that he had not” ſhunned to. -de- 
clare to them. that of the Counſel of GOD which 
was neceſſary to their Happineſs and \Salvation ; 
he. had concealed from them no dey oo: Pe! 
ceſffary Truth : and thus is the 'Text to © der 
Rood, < He had, kept back ' nothing that?? he 
thought | f« profitable? for their Souls hath at 
the ſame Time there: might be many. Fhiggs (and 
'Truths:t00) : which:he.did not Think proficable, and 
therefore did. not declare, them. to them, ' And. bap+ 

_ By the Miniſter when he-can thus Appeal, in” this 
Gaſs aÞ, to the: Fepſciences. # his. Hexars with 


| Regard 


lt 
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Raga to-his Preaching, as well as/his Converſation. 
The Words are plain, and T ſhall” attetnpt theſe 
two plain LAG ?n difcourſing _ _— viz. 


-T. iTo a ſome 'Things for a: Miniſter of 
the Goſpel to. inſiſt on as profitable. for his Hears 
ers, and'which by. no Means ſhould be kept back, 
from them; ...'; -.- 


Li 


_ To thowe that it is like to. be ds  for- the 
People, and for the Miniſter, when theſe crofinble 
and important Things are. inſiſted on, ,and not 
kept back from them. The firſt of theſe I gronnd 
on the great Apoſtle's Vindication of -himſelf, and 
the other from whit he expreſly declares. I hall 
be Brief in ſaying a few ver Tags under each 
of theſe Heads, x: | 


1 There are Truths effieciallyp proper, SIS oo 

- Profitable, to be inſiſted on by a Miniſter ; 'Truths 
which are' of the greateſt Importance to be incul- 
cated upon his :Hearers. ,'There /are indeed ſome 
Things which both Miniſters and People may think 
of great Importance to be. infiſted on, which in 
EF att a are of no Weight in Religion, . and need not 
be 


= 
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PROMMeT at all 3 but yet-there..are Truths. of 
the greateſt Traportance, which! ſhould ,not. be. 
dl kept back from them,” but. ply: and Fark | 


Ty declar'd. 7 OE 3 


2... Thus; ir” is profitable to tell them FAY the ; 
Unhappineſ and Miſery of « State of Efttahge- / ? 
'V ment from GOD. and Holiheſs:; for the' Cons 
f ſequence of this muſt be, | rhat there is no Haps. : 
'\ Pineſs to be. enjoyed, and every Evil to be expett- 
ed.—GOD is the ſupreme Good, the Centre of all 
Happineſs. * In his Favour: is Life, and his Loy- 
«« ing-kindneſs i is [infinitely better.” 'This Happi- 
neſs the Man, . going on in his. Sins, is ſhut out 
from, and can have no Proſp e& of —He muſt needs 
be an Objet of the divine "Peas a Miſery 
which none can deſcribe till they are able to. tell 
the Power of it, which none-in this State can do; 
| a Miſery this, including every Thing Teublelome 
(1 und Vexatious in this World, as Shame, Poyerty, 
F Sickneſs, Pains, and Death, join'd with Torment | 
| and Vexation of Mind, ariſing from. a Senſe' of 


Guilt and the: Wrath of GOD conſequent Upon 
it, binding him 'over 'to the exquilite' and -unknown 
Miſeries in the World to come. This is the Mis 
| ſery, and this the Unhappinefs; of a moral Diſtance 
( from an holy' GOD, ' and Sinners ſhould, in the 
plaineft Manner, be told of it, how has ade fo= - 
cycl 


ET nd 
Apes. 


- 
; 


{ 
| 
| 
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ered «/Reproſentation of it niay bs to them, tha | 
may be awakened to. make haſte to Eſcape 
of i it, which. they never will be like to % 


mito.” nie 


Nap RrIÞ it 1s, "ble to tell chen of the. ; iy 
viſion that is walle/ for their Help and 'Peliverance 
6ut of this unhappy and dreadful State, | Miſerable 

_ would it be. indeed for the World, were there nd 
© Way of Eſcape out of a State of Sin and Death; 
So far would it be from a "Thing profitable ro 
- them, and an At of Kindneſs, to be told of their 
Miſery, that It -wold be the greateſt Critelty in in 
he World, at Inf Upon. Meti bi Miſery. | phage 


i 
; 


Bu fach. is the Grace of GoD in, TOUTE 0 
ESUS, that a Way i is laid open” for the Sinner's ; 

{cape ; a Way provided by the Sox of GOD 
Grace and Holineſs purchaſed by kim, 'and = 
Help of the Divine Spirit, 49 enable Sinners | fo, 
forſake | their Sins aid become Holy, 0 offered 1 in Ih 
Goſpel, and thus to. eſcape the Wrath to come, I re 
obtain aft Intereſt jn the divine. Favour, arid * com 
ples? Happipels 1 In Heaven. * at laſt, He gaye 

© himſelf for us t0 redeem us from all TER, 
& and to. purify to. himſelf a peculiar Peop A Zea | 
te ous of good. Works.” Arid this muſt | Ee moſt. 
Fralicable. to Sinners Lock at the, fame 'Tim img $4 


\ 2h 


| 
| 
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hear of their Miſery, they 1 may have the glad sf 1a; 
ings of a Remedy. Some Divines inſiſt much on 
the Terrors of the Law, as if they alone were what. 
Sinners ſhould: be told of, which alone can tend to 
nothing bur to drive them to deſpair. The Repre- 
fentation of a Sinner's Miſery  can'be of no other 
Service to him than to awaken his Fears, and give 
Wings to his Flight to the provided Remedy for 

his Eſcape : "Lhereſore whaterer be omitted this 
—_ noe; $619 56 5 | GE 


[ 


"Agaia 3 how Profitable for the Preacher to ſhew 
his Hearers the Neceſlity and Beauty of Holineſs, 
which is upon all Accounts abſolutely neceſſary 
and umportant,. having all our Happineſs in both 
Worlds, depending on the Pradtice of it, and every 
Miſery following upon the Negle& of it ? It is 
that which ſecures the gracious Preſence of GOD 
with us in this World, and prepares us for the in- 


conceiyable Happineſs of a berter, as well as ſe- 
Cures us from the Wrath to come. And this Ho. 


lineſs, that is upon all Accounts ſo neceſlary, is alſo 


very amiable and loyely in itſelf, Nothing fo 
great a Glory to, and reflets fo great-an Honour 
upon, Mankind. Tt is nothing lefs than the Image 
of GOD impreſſed upon theSoul ; and as it renders 


tis like the bleſſed GOD, fo like” the bleſſed An- 
; gels, thoſe Frnney holy SPLrIts, whole greateſt 


_ Glory 


= 
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Glory lies in their near-Conformity to. the glorious 
GOD, in the moral Perfeftions of his Nature, and 
readers.them like the Spirits of juſt Men made 


perfe& in Heaven. And it is this which makes a 


Man's Face to ſhine in this World, and makes him 
** more Excellent than his Neighbour ” who is 
dcſtirute of it. And what now can be more Profi- 
cable than a plain-Repreſentation of theſe Things ? 
There is ſo much Depending upon theſe, that they 
can neyer be oo plainly nor too frequently inſiſted 
upon. Of as much Importance as is the PraQtice 
of Holineſs for Mankind, and a full View of it, of 
the ſame Importance is it to have theſe . Things 
plainly repreſented to, and npt kept. back from, the 
People. Ls. EEE o os | 


L Again ; how profitable to ſhew our Dependance 
on the Spirit of GOD, and our need of his Grace 


to enable us to praftice this Holineſs the Goſpel 
requires ? 'Sueh .is our Weakneſs and Tmpotency, 
conſequent upon the firſt Apoſtacy, to the Praftice 
of Holineſs, though ſo neceſſary and beautiful, and 
ſuch our Prejudice againſt it, that we ſhall never 
be able to Pradtice it, if left entirely to. ourfelves, 


deſtitute - of the Spirit and Grace of GOD to help 


Vs: Though at the ſame Time we have the greateſt 
Encouragement to hope, that'upon our ſincere ſeek- 
ing and aſking for his: Grace we fhall obtain it. 


How 


: . : : X # 
o ” - : " 
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* afketh receiveth, and he that ſedepth finderh, "and 


to enable us to pradtice t the Holineſs which is ne» 


neſs to what is good 1s ſuch, that we ſhall never be 
-able without Help from the diving Spirit t to Pradtice 


-be told that Mankind have ſomething to do them- 


How feet and gracious that” Promiſe from the 
Mouth. of our blefſed Lox», <e every one who 


* to him who knocketh it ſhall be opened ! he How 
neceſſary and profitable to be told of thefe Things, 


hat we might be brought to ſee the Neceſlit 
our Dependance on the Spirit atid Grace of "cop 


ceſfary to our Happineſs : ? Tris certain our Weak- 


it ; and this Help from Aboye' we have no Reaſan 
ro expett, EXCept we ſeek for it ; and we ſhall ne- 
ver be like to' ſeek*to GOD for ir, till we'are fully 
perſwaded of our Neceſlity, and the ample Security 

we have of obtaining this Help upon, our TI 
| for it ina ea, Mapner. 6 a 


Again; ; conſequent upon this how -orolible to 


ſelves to .be made Holy, and fo Happy.? The 
Neceſlity « of our Dependance-. 61>the Spirit and 
'Grace.of GOD. in the Buſineſs of ' Religion by 
ſome is carried fo far as to. leave:no Room for any 
'Thing to be done by Men themſelyes, which is a 
. Dodtrine exceedingly pleaſing to Sinners that are 
Slothful and oY to take any Pains to become 
| — Virtuous, 


At OMG 


 petidance on the Grate of "GOD: for Men to fer 


fill and do nothing ih hopes thar GOD will 4o all 
* withour them, and all under a ' falfe Pretence of 


Hamility bd magnifying the Grace ad GOD. 


:- In is novel that no Man can ever Gonyert wi 

felf without Help from GOD, and as certain that 
 GOD-.will never be like to afferdl his Spirit and 
Grace, excgpt when s Min can be. perfurnaded to--ife 
the Meand i. owh nſqprants, 


G0D worlks wich! Men while they apply ther 
I ſelves with Diligence and Conſcience to the Means 
fa which have a Tendehcy 'to convert and fave them. 
= Axiſtake here is of very dangerous Conſequence, 

Jt 18 one of 'the moſt-fatal Errors Sinners can rith 

; into. 'This then is what ſhould be-infiſtet 'on and 
: Faithfully declar'd, thar Men may ndt deceive 
= -themfelvesand cheat their Souls into: Miſery. 'The 


1 Man'that'cannat- be perfwadedto ufe: his-own En- 
- | _ deayours for Holineſs and Heaven, -rnay. be ſure 


-nevefr: to-obtain them. How profitable 'to 'bave - 


mo Keioully ms 2: 


An then again ; to be told of the © Timpolſbilit | 


aſi all of Meriting any Thing, to be fure the 
great 


 Virtuous. ' Whereas it is is Profiinighion, and not De. 


11 ar a 
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| get Bappinels of Heaven by our beſt Endeayours, 


and that.if ever we obtain it, it muſt flow from the 
free Grace of GOD i- Jesvs CyRIsT—lt is our 
Duty to work. out our own Salyation, and to be as 
Induſtrious in it, as if the whole of it was entjrely 
within the Compaſs of our own Power ; and yet 

after all to have our Dependance on the Grace of 
GOD as entirely as if we had 'done nothing at 
all. 'We cannor in Reaſon imagine ſo yairi a Thing 


as Meriting the Happineſs ' of ' Heaven by the beſt 


Obedience we are capable of yielding to the di- 
vine Commands. ' The Salyation of a'Sinner muſt 
flow from the rich and free Grace of GOD, *« not 


4« of Works leſt any ' Man Thould Boaſt:* Fven 


the firſt opening a Way to-it upon. certain Terms 
and Conditions through the Son of GOD, and 


_ then the offering and promiſing of it upon the Ful- 


flment of thoſe. Cbnditions, was the Efte&. of his 
boundleſs Grace. He is-indeed ſo gracious as to 
promiſe the great Happineſs of the heavenly World 
to us for the ſake of his 'own dear: Son upon the 
fincere loye and praQtice of univerſal Holineſs, and 


1n this Light nd, View it. would be unjuſt not to. 


crown us with it ; but then it is not becauſe our 
ſincere Obedience and moſt perfe& Services deſerve 
fo great a Happineſs, bur from his rich Grace who 
has promiſed i It, "After 3 all, we are taught by* our 

Saviour 
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Saviour to acknowledge ourſelves to be but 4 un- 
" "PO 1 wecged 


| And thus 1 might mention the 1 important Doarine 

of a Judgment to come, when all the World muſt 

receive according to the Deeds done in the Body ; 

and the greatneſs of the Happineſs and'Miſery fol- 

| lowing the final Judgment, the main Pillars - upon 

which all Religion ſtands, - which muſt needs be 
| moſt profitable to be invited on,— 


But I muſt paſs on to conſider, 


IL As y was pronpls <d, one, is It le. to be for 
Su Miniſter, and happy for.. the People, - when 
>, theſe and the like j important Truths are not kept 
back from them. This we ground on the Appeal 
the great Apoſtle here makes to his Hearers, which | 
| may be underſtood as a great Favour to them and 
a Happineſs to himſelf, as. well as a Vintcanre of 
his own OT 7 


- Ln . 


BÞ. It is like to be TROP for a People when by 

the preaching of the Goſj pel the moſt profitable 
"Truths are delivered to them. What a great Ad- 
vantage muſt it be to the Hearers when thoſe 
Things of the greateſt Importance and of the high- 
eff Concernment-are inculcated upon them ?. 


=. 
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- 'The two main Adyantages which. are to. be rea« 
ped from the preaching of the Goſpel, and which 
it was eſpecially deſign'd for, ate the bringing 
Matikind to the Knowledge of the Things neteſ- 
fary'to' their Salvation 3- and then to the Loye and 
PraQtiee'of them : Add both theſe. are like to, be 
the happy Advantage of having the plain Truths 
df the Goſpel inſiſted 0n,explaited and urged upon 
them : Where this is done the Fault muſt 'needs be 
their own, if this be not the happy Conſequence 
of It, 


1. 'Thofe who enjoy £ / Cach 'plaſh and profrable 
preaching of the Goſpel are hke to be Happy i Int 
This ReſpeR, even to be brought to a right Undert 
ſtanding of the Things" neceſſary to their eternal 


Safety arid 'Ha ppineſs—The Foundation of all Re- 
ligion of arty Account with GOD mwft be laid -in 
Knowledge and, Underftanding. © It is neceſſary ro. 
out pleaſing 'GOD in our Services, and-reaping the 
- Advaritage of them to ourſelves ; <« without' Knows 
ledge theHeart cannot be mood. If we do a virtu- 
ons Aftjon Ignorantly, what Virtue can:there be in 
at ? Now 10 bring Mankind t0.2 right Underſtand- 
ing of their hg which muſt be _ Previous. to the 
acceptable Pradtice of it, is one great Deſign. of the 
Jnftirytion | of the Goſpel Miniſtry. Men naryrally 
are very. Ignorant of. the Things of. GOD,. ny 
whic 
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- Which relate to their eternal Peace and Happineſs : 
And there are many Temptations which Mankind 
_ "re ſurrounded with; all teriding to keep-them in 

Darkneſs, and increaſe their Ignorance. © Now to 
help: agd relieve Mankind under . this Miſery, 
GOD in, great Mercy. and Compaſſion. to the World: 
has inſtituted the  Goſpel-Miniſtty ; ; appointed an, 


Order of Men whoſe great , Buſineſs ſhould be. to, 


{tudy and underſtand the. great Things neceſſary to. 
Salvation,,. and then to Teach. them. to the World: : 
So the great Apoſtle? s Commiſſion runs, to «* open 
Men' s Eyes and to turn them from Darkneſs. to 
| Light.” ” -; And when they are faichful and plain in 
doing this, what is like to be. the. Conſequence of 
it bur this, that, Mankind ſhould come to. uh. right 
Underſtanding of their Duty ? This is the diredt, 
| but not only Way'to it ; for Men ſhould ſtudy and 
\. read the. Bible: chemſelyes, and cry- Earneſtly and 
Conſtantly tothe Father of. Lights, to bring them 
to the. Knowledge of the Bog neceſſary to their. 
Llappineſs.: Ws: 


And then, ct: 


«© 


-h 2ndly; Nas happy, IE ES Te of ſ ry 


| Preaching is like to be this ;_ that Mankind will 


be: brought t0/the Love and PraQtice of the Things 


neceſſary to- their | final "Happineſs, Knowledge 
p C 


4lone 


HN 


alone'will never be ſufficierit for this : there muſt 
be the Prattice of Holineſs in order $4 Happinefs. 

Said our Saviour to his Hearers, *Zoþn'xix. 17. 1f 
ye know-theſe Things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
Knowledge ſhould only make Way for the rational 
Prattice of our Py, which is necefſary to " Happi- : 
neſs. PraQice ſhould be our Aim and End in alt 
our Knowledge of the Will of GOD; "and. except 


It does end in this, it will ſerve only to expoſe us 


to be © beaten with many Stripes, ” as our bloſſe d 
LoxDp has told us. Now there is as great Danger 
of Men's negleQing their Duty, as there js of their 
remaining Ignorant of it : That Difinclination to 
Holineſs there is in them, and the many Tempta- 
tions from without. them, expoſe them to _neglet 
their Duty, and to continue in the Praftice of Vice, 
how great foeyer their Knowledge be. "Now to 


help us under this Part of our Miſery alſo, ſach 


has been the Grace of GOD,and ſuch his Concern 
for the Welfare of Sinners,as to inſtirate the Goſpel 

Miniſtry ; one great Deſign whereof is to urge, 
intreat, and beſeech Men to praftice Holineſs ; 
and where the great 'Things which relate to Men' : 


eternal Safety are plainly urged upon them—What 
is like to be the Conſequence of this, but that Sin- 


| ners will be made- afraid of their Vices, and Pu 


ſwaded to Repentanee and a Life of Holineſs ? 


be ſure, this would be. theCaſe if it-was not plamers- 


_ own 


Pg 


| own 1 Fault. 'Thus fach are'lke- to es the happy. 
Eruits ahd-bleſſed-Effetts of the plain Preaching of 


the profhapig 'Druths of the om 10 a OO" 


Wy 


And then, 
2. 1s hes" to. be Probl oY a Miniſter EAT I 3 


happy for the Preacher as. well as:for the People ;. 
and. that upon, t three Puecountey, which only ſhall be: 


mentioned—As ey 


-- - 


''T. Such Miniftrs 4 are Hike 4 to haye the Pleaſure 
ys Sarisfattion of ſeeing Holineſs Flouriſhing and 
| Knetealing by their Miniftry.' There is no greater 
foy and SatisfaQtion to « good Miniſter, than - that 
which refwlts.'from' the unblameable Holineſs of 
his Hearers Lives, theit unfainting Perſeverance in- 
Wayy of: well-doing. «« Now we live,” fays theApo-' 
file, 1; Thep. ni.8. 1f ye ftand faſt in theLozy,” 
thar' is; we” live-a Life of Joy and \Comfort ; no 
Joy, no Cotafort like it, none comparable IT e's 
And- nothing tends more to fink, and deaden, and' 


break the Spirits of a faithful Miniſter, than to ſee. 


his Hearers Wicked and Diſobedient under his Mi- 
niftry. Now the moſt likely Way, to acquire this 
Toy, and to be delivered from this ſorrow of Heart, 
is to be” faithful . in ſhewing to his Hearers the 


\ Things which are moſt Profitable, and of the great- | 


e{t 


> 
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eſt Concernment/ and \Importanceto'them, This; 
to be ſure, we muſt think to be. the moſt likely 
Way, believing that a gracious | GOD will att as 
conſiſtently in | the Kingdom of Grace, as in the 


| Kingdom of Nature. This it is true, may not be | 


Ku viſible, when ir is real, ſince the Kingdom of 


GOD is within Men, and comes not with Obſerva-. 


tion or outward Shew ; and if he-ſhould fail of this 
Happineſs and Joy of ſeeing Holineſs to flouriſh 
under his faithful EY ; ——Tet,- OY 


. 2, This Happineſs will ariſe from his faithfully 


declaring the moſt profitable 'Truths to his People, 


even the Peace and: Satisfattion of his own Conſci- 
ence. There is, there, can be no greater Happi- 
neſs on this ſide rhe heayenly ' Warld, - than fora 

Man upon ſolid Grounds to' have his Conſcience 


witneſſing for him, and ſpeaking Peace to him : Ir 


is a Matter of the -greateſt Joy and Comfort, ſo 
lays the Apoſile, 2 Corinth. i. 14. Ie bave this 


Yor our Repoicing, the Teſtimony of our Conſciences, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, - not with 


Neſply VL 1ſdom, but by the Grace of GOD we had 
our Converſation in the Warld,. both as Miniſters 
and Chriſtians. And ſays the Apoſtle, 1 7ohn 1. 
20, 21. If our Heart condemn us, GOD is greater 
than our Heart and knoweth all T hings. Beloved 


if « a Hearts condemn us\not, then have we Con- 


_”_ 
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fidence towards GOD ; where, by Heart,no doubt, 


+» 


the happy Fruit -of a Miniſter's Faithfulneſs in 


| ſhewing to his Hearers the Things of the greateſt 
Concernment to them, if they keep: back nothing 


which they think. profitable to them, whether they | 


have the, Joy and SatisfaQtion of ſeeing the Succeſs. 


of, their fathful Labours among them or not. 
They will have this Joy, this SatisfaQtion, even the 


Teſtimony of a good  Conſcience—whether they 
will hear, or whether they forbear, they muſt and 
they will haye Peace, and quietneſs .of Mind. Ic 


is true, it will be a great Grief of Soul to ſach _ 


Miniſter and he will mourn in ſecret for it, to ſee 
his Hearers going on in their Sins without Con- 
rroul, and making haſte to DeſtruRion ; yet, when 


he turns his Thoughts inward upon his Sincerity | 


and Fidelity, it muſt be a Spring of Joy and Com- 
fort to him... 


= And then, | 


OY They will have this Happineſs of he 
ableto giye up a good Account at laſt, and of being 
ſure of receiying the Reward of faithful Servants. 


And Oh ! how great a Happineſs this ?—The Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel as well as the reſt of the 
World muſt be called to give an Account of them- 
ſelves, how they have Tg: the Duties of 

Chr apes | thear 


wintendedConſcience : and to be ſure this will be 


* 
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their great Truft, before the Erfvnoal of Chriſta | 


« © They watch tor Souls,” ſays the Apoſtle, « 4 
* theſe that muſt give. an ated | 


> 


Ana wich key: are Faithful in ſhowing to "Man- 
kin thoſe "Phings'df the greateſt Concertiment to 
them, and moſt nearly relate to their eternal Wel- 
fare: If they lin n6t to declare, the Cauſe of the 
Log to them, What.z joyful, Account will they be 
able to vive, and what a glorious Reward will they, 
receive 09 the freeGraceof 'GOD in CuzisT JE, 
$Us ?. Tf by their Fidelity they turn many to Righ- 
teauſneſs, they | will * ſhine as-the. brightneſs of the 
« Exrmanent,and.- as the Stars of . Heaven for ever 
« and ever.” Said our-bleſſed Loxp, © Who is 
ec that faithful and wiſe Steward, who provideth his 
ec "Meat in due 'Scaſon for-his Houſhold. Bleſſed 
« 1s that Servant whom his Lox D when.he cometh 
« ſhall find fo doing,” Bur if they are not Succeſs- 


ul, till they will be © a ſweet gp irs GOD 


«© in thoſe who periſh, as well as in thoſe who are 


«faxed which, the Apoftle tells us was his Sup- 


port—-Fideliry andnot Succeſs will be the Meaſure 
of mga of; x Miniſter S ROVure from 8 gracioug 


.O lg Comfort; when EIT is hers 
to ſhow 1 our Hearersthe Things of the greateſt | 
Importance 


_ 
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as to them ; ahdithus'we ſee its ke t6 


be happy for the People; and well for theMiniſter; 
when the Things moſt profitable for thent are in- 
fiſted _ in the Dif] ren? of the "Gaſes." 


The Diſcourſe "er been-ſo, "ha and. PR 
that T may: now: properly cloſe, with ſaying a Word 
. of two to: my\wotthy Brother, (at whoſe Peſire I 
ſtand here): riow to be ſeperated to the Work -of 
the Miniſtry in this Place, and: then to. the Church 
bs who are to! be his 1 ag, Tiago" 


It would be needleſs for me to repeat the im- 
portant 'Truths profitable for you to inſiſt upon. in 
\ the Courſe of. your Miniſtry, and the Advantages 
which thereby will be likely to reſult ftom it, both 
to you and to your People—As tothe ſublime and 


myſterious Dodtrines of the Goſpel, as a worthy 


Divine of ours obſerves; : The Eſſence of GOD, 


« the Manner of the divine Subſtance—the Decrees | 


« of GOD, Predeftination,. Ele&ion, Reprobation 
* the Manner of the divine Operations upon his 
« Creatures, upon. moral. Agents, and of the Spi irit 
in. the Converſion of a Sinner, (which ſome ys 


< light to. dwell-upon in; their Preaching,) they are 


n verde Ekings of GOD-whigh tho Spirit of 
|  *« GOD 
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«« GOD alone can fearch out.” ' And when you 
mention them, if you are wiſe and haye a humble 
Senſe of your own Weakneſs and Ignorance, you 
will not be wiſe aboye what is Writteg, leaſt you 


| darken Counſel by Words without Knowledge. Be 


content with the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
lieving that theſe Things are ſer' in the beſt and 


|  trueſt Light by him. | Let no human: Creeds ad 


Confeſſions, bn the Bible, theNew-Teſtament, be 
the Standard of your Preaching : And taking heed 
to this as to a Light ſhining in Darkneſs, you will 
not be like to run into thoſe Etrors-which Mankind 
fall into where the Scriptures are neglefed, and 


_ the Oracles of Men have a greater Regard paid to 


Gy Sap the Oracles of GOD, 


| - Says "A pious Mr. Father 6c "What has ba 
« the Plague of theWorld, and ſet the Churches on 
« Fire for. above theſe Thouſand. Years, is Men's 
cc ; compoſing, and then impoſing, Creeds and Con- 
i« feſſions in their own Words and Phraſes, and 
«© not in Scripture-Language 2. and this will ever 
be the Conſequence, till Men have more Modeſty 
and more Manners than to tax the Scripture-Lan- 
guage as roo general, and think they by their own 
Words can mend it. He adds, that ** * Mankind 
« would adhere Nedfaſtly ts the Scriptures, they 


ons « would find it a much. berter Way. to keep out 


ec SOT, 
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"2M nets, and to. eſtabliſh Orthodoxy in, the 
« Church of GOD, than'any human Creeds | -and 


| «« Confeſſions whateyer—Thus, 


 Difficulies enough, as thoſe of us who long ago 
have-entred into the Miniſtry -can/ afſute you, will 
attend you in the faithful Diſcharge of the: Duties 
of your. Office; ſuch as will ſoon, very ſoon,  con- 
vince you of the Neceſlity of - depending - upon a 
Power Superior to your own, eyer-upon the pow- 
erful Influences and Aſliſtances of the divine Spirit, 
to; enable you to. Conquer ; and Overcome, and to 


preſerye-you from ſinking - under . the Weight of - 


them;; and will-moye you to be Earneſt and Con- 
ſtant in your Cries to the GOD of all Grace, for 
that Grace which may be ſufficient for you :—And 
as your Dependance muſt, and will be on the Spirit 
and Grace of GOD, ſo your grand Argument of 
Support muſt be drawn from the other World, 

le thoſe diſtinguiſhing Rewards of it you will 
receive, '' #4 204 are faithful to the « Death” | 


© The "= now grant the Aﬀſiſtances of his 
Spirit, and Faith in thoſe! future Rewards .; that 
- you, may be able, ' when you come to leave your 
People, by being called to leave the World, to 
Make the as ; ow the bleſſed Apoſtle here did 
to" bis Heaxers, © I haye not. ſhupned to de- 
| D. ek Clare 
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4c ee whar'! is profijable in Ki Counſel of. GOD 
»« to you.” And thus © when the chief Shepherd 
«<.fhall appear, you wan receive a Crown or Glory 
ac that fadeth not Oy” 


\ Andto the:Church and Congregation in this 
Place :-—My Brethren, we this Day Lament and 
Mourn with.you, the Removal of your late worthy 
Paſtor from you, who was not fuftered to continue 
by Reaſon of Death, * whoſe juſt Charater, I 
make no doubt, has been given by better Hands 
than. mine. < Remember him whohas had the Rule 
*, over you, whofe Faith follow, conſidering the 
« End of his Converſation ;** ' be concerned to call 
to Mind, and hearken to, his faithful Counſels and | 
Warnings given to you, that they may not die with 
him and be humbling yourſelves this Day before 
GOD for all yourUnfruitfulnefs under his faithful 
Miniftry. And 'at the ſame Time would we bow 
the Knee to the GOD and FaTrtx of our LogD 
J=sus Cnxrs7, who in his kind Providence has 
led you ſo unanimouſly to make Choice of him to 
be your Paſtor, who is now to. be. ſet over you in 
the Loxn.. Receive him as a precious. Gift of 
:our aſcended. Loxp and Saviour to! you, and 
"Bom. 27% MOIFY, highly, in; Love. for his Warks 
: fake, and be. ar Doh Ameng, yourſclyes, ooo dee 


While 


"x 


4, =P 'The Rev. bt. Benjamin Zu 


\ S 
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While 1 you generouſly provide for his outward 
Contfort and Support, as we hope and truſt you 
will; (though few Churches in the Land do it, bur 
quiet their. Conſciences and liberally Reward their 
Miniſters by giving them Remittances to the other 
World ;). be more concerned to profit by his Mi- 
niſtry, which will be Matter of far greater Joy and ; 
SatisfaQion to him—Do not ſink and break his * 
Spirits by deſpiſing ' his faithful Miniſtry among 


you, either by negleCting to attend upon it, 'or by 2b 
living Wickedly under it,which will be {inprofitable = 
for- you, .and oblige him when called bs give * ne 
his Account at laſt, to render it up Fe ahh 


not with Joy.—And now Brethren, «We com- | 
«mend you to GOD and to the V rd. of his | 
« Grace which is able to build you up,/an 


« you an Inheritance among all. them ' 
oF: ſanflified.” AMEN. xl 
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